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Environmental Education Management Plan
Purpose
Environmental Education develops awareness, knowledge and understanding of the environment, positive and balanced attitudes and skills which enable students to participate in determining and maintaining the quality of the environment.
School Vision Statement

At Holbrook Public School we believe in educating for excellence within an inclusive environment.

Our vision is to provide every student with opportunities to achieve their personal best. Our school is a place where everyone has fun, learns and takes pride in achieving quality and is given opportunities to reach their potential.

Our school purpose:

The staff of Holbrook Public School are committed to:

· Providing meaningful cultural, sporting and academic learning opportunities which support life-long learning for all students.

· Maintaining high expectations for academic achievement and behaviour.

· Encouraging all students to be creative and resilient learners who are better prepared for the challenges of the 21st century.
· Reflecting on each student’s individual strengths and learning needs in assisting them to achieve their learning potential.
School Vision Statement for the Environment

Holbrook Public School aims to foster students’ understanding of the environment as an integrated system. The students will develop problem solving and investigative skills in relation to the environment around them. It is expected the students will acquire skills and attitudes of care and concern for the environment and adopt behaviours which aim to protect the environment. Student learning is underpinned by the principles of ecology and sustained development.

About the School, Local Environment and Community

Holbrook Public School has a Wirrarie Grove (frog pond), sensory garden, water tanks, chickens, a worm farm, fish local to the area, pygmy perch, and vegetable gardens. Currently these are looked after by the garden group, a lunch time interest group, and the Creative Catchment students, four Year 6 students. Holbrook Public School is involved in recycling. Food scraps are fed to the chickens and worms, paper is recycled and bark chips are created from cut down trees for our play areas and garden mulch.

Holbrook is situated 62 kilometres north of Albury. It is surrounded by local farms. Within the community there is a local Landcare service, a community garden, walking tracks and wildlife bridges to cross the freeway. There is a Rural Lands Protection Board situated in the town to ensure vermin are kept under control on local farms.
Environmental Education Goals

Holbrook Public School aims to develop students who care about and take part in the upkeep of the environment. Through school based programs, we aim to develop students who are engaged in and support the local and global environmental community. We aim to do this through creating and looking after:

· vegetable gardens 
· frog pond
· fish
· chickens
· sensory garden
· worm farm
· composting
· recycling
· specific lessons highlighting the importance of care of our environment, both locally and globally, e.g, climate change, deforestation, the impact of farming, mining
· learn, understand and acknowledge the cultural heritage of Aboriginal people and their impact on our land 

Curriculum Objectives for Environmental Education   
Students will develop:

Knowledge and understanding about:
· the nature and function of ecosystems and how they are interrelated
· the impact of people on environments
· the role of the community, political and market forces in environment decision making
· the principles of ecologically sustainable development
· career opportunities associated with the environment

Skills in:

· applying technological skills within an environmental context
· identifying and assessing environmental problems
· communicating environmental problems to others
· resolving environmental problems
· adopting behaviours and practices that protect the environment
· evaluating the success of their actions

Values and attitudes relating to:

· a respect for life on Earth
· an approach to their cultural heritage
· a commitment to act for the environment by supporting long term solutions to environmental problems

Management of Resources and School Grounds

Holbrook Public School will:

· take a whole school approach to policy and development to include such environmental aspects as purchasing, energy consumption, water consumption and waste disposal
· identifying learning opportunities for students resulting from practices in the management of resources
· manage school grounds in accordance with the principles of ecologically sustainable development 
· develop school grounds as part of the overall school plan
· Creative Catchment Kids to be in charge of feeding and looking after the chickens and fish

· educate the students on the difference between compostable food and which food wrappings belong in the recycling bin or waste bin

· provide a compost bin, recycling bin and waste bin near the quiet area where the children eat, to put their scraps into

· provide a compost bucket near the chickens for each class to put their fruit scraps into

· each class is to nominate two children to empty their own fruit bucket in the morning, and to clean every Friday

School Community Participation

· Local Landcare
· Junior Landcare
· Wirramina Education Centre
· Riverina Environmental Centre – Wagga Wagga
· Murray Darling Basin Authority
· NSW Fisheries
· Other Schools

Curriculum Outcomes

Science Outcomes

	Early Stage 1
	Stage 1
	Stage 2
	Stage 3

	Ste-6NE

identifies that the way that objects move depends on a variety of factors
	
	
	

	Ste-7NE

observes, using their senses, how daily and seasonal changes in the environment affect them and other living things
	ST1-8ES

describes some observable changes that occur in the sky and landscape
	ST2-8ES

describes some observable changes over time on the Earth’s surface that result from natural processes and human activity
	ST3-8ES

describes how discoveries by people from different cultures and times have contributed to advancing scientific understanding of the solar system

	
	ST1-9ES

identifies ways that people use science in their daily lives to care for the environment and the Earth’s resources
	ST2-9ES

describes how relationships between the sun and the Earth cause regular changes
	ST3-9ES

explains rapid change at the Earth’s surface caused by natural events, using evidence provided by advances in technology and scientific understanding

	Ste-8NE

identifies the basic needs of living things
	ST1-10LW

describes external features, changes in and growth of living things
	ST2-10LW

describes that living things lave life cycles, can be distinguished from non-living things and grouped, based on their observable features
	ST3-10LW

describes how structural features and other adaptations of living things help them to survive in the environment

	
	ST1-11LW

describes ways that different places in the environment provide for the needs of living things
	ST2-11LW

describes ways that science knowledge helps people understand the effect of their actions on the environment and on the survival of living things
	ST3-11LW

describes some physical conditions of the environment and how these affect the growth and survival of living things


Geography Outcomes

	Early Stage 1
	Stage 1
	Stage 2
	Stage 3

	GEe-1

identifies places and develops an understanding of the importance of places to people
	GE1-1

describes features of places and the connections people have with places
	GE2-1

examines features and characteristics of places and environments
	GE3-1

describes the diverse features and characteristic of places and environments

	
	GE1-2

identifies ways in which people interact with and care for places
	GE2-2

describes the ways people, places and environments interact
	GE3-2

explains interactions and connections between people, places and environments

	
	
	GE2-3

examines differing perceptions about the management of places and environments
	GE3-3

compares and contrasts influences on the management of places and environments


Resources

	Stage
	Science
	Geography

	Early Stage 1
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Australian Curriculum Science Foundation 

pages 2-29
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Australian Curriculum Geography Foundation

pages10-21, 46-57 

	Stage 1
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Australian Curriculum Science 

Year 1

pages 2-29, 46-65
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Australian Curriculum Geography Year 1

pages 2-5, 10-13, 34-57 
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Australian Curriculum Science 
Year 2

pages 2-29, 46-63
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Australian Curriculum Geography Year 2

pages 34-37 

	Stage 2
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Australian Curriculum Science 
Year 3

pages 2-33, 50-53
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Australian Curriculum Geography Year 3

pages 10-17, 46-61 
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Australian Curriculum Science 
Year 4

pages 2-33, 50-65 
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Australian Curriculum Geography Year 4

pages 6-9, 18-33, 38-45, 50-81 

	Stage 3
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Australian Curriculum Science 
Year 5

pages 2-21
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Australian Curriculum Geography Year 5

pages 8-9, 18-43, 46-49 
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Australian Curriculum Science 
Year 6

pages 2-17, 54-57
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Australian Curriculum Geography Year 6

pages14-17 


Date

October, 2016.
To find out more about the quality education programs on offer in our school, please call visit or email us:

Principal: Jason Weaven   Albury Street   Holbrook  NSW  2644   T 6036 2021   F 6036 2901   E holbrook-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

